
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Abigail Krause, Director of Marketing and Communications  
561-1452 ext. 102,  Cell: 720-884-6314 akrause@pueblozoo.org 
 
 
February 6, 2015 
 
PUEBLO, Colo. – It is with heavy hearts that the Pueblo Zoo announces the death of long-time resident, 
Tess, the African Penguin.   Not only was she beloved in the hearts of staff and guests, she was a world 
record holder.  At the time of her death she was forty years old which made her the oldest known living 
African Penguin in captivity and the oldest female on record. The zoo is awaiting test results to determine 
exact cause of death, but initial findings indicate complications of the kidney and abdomen.  It is not clear 
whether her illness was related to other recent medical complications. Throughout her life, Tess enjoyed 
exceptionally good health and given her age, the decline was not entirely unexpected. In the wild, the 
average life expectancy of African Penguins is 15-20 years.  Tess was very well adjusted with her 
surroundings and colony and received excellent care which may have contributed to her exceptionally 
long life.  “She was truly a special animal.” says her primary keeper Melanie Pococke.  “Though she was 
slowing down in her advanced age, she loved her early morning swims and being given a little special 
attention at feeding times.“  She is survived by her mate, Mongo.   
  
Tess was a great ambassador for her species and recently contributed to the advancement of veterinary 
medical knowledge at Colorado State University Veterinary School as she went through advanced 
treatment for cancer. In late 2014, Tess’s medical journey made national headlines shining a spotlight on 
the plight of this endangered species. http://source.colostate.edu/penguin/  As they launch their Quarters 
for Conservation program in the spring of 2015, the Pueblo Zoo plans to honor Tess through involvement 
in conservation efforts with Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal 
Birds (SANCCOB). 
  
Tess came to Pueblo on loan from the Denver Zoo in 1999.  Her keepers in Denver were looking for a 
temporary home for her because she kept interfering with another pair they were trying to bond. She 
adapted so well in Pueblo that she officially came to live at the Pueblo Zoo on Dec 15, 1999. 
 
####### 
The Pueblo Zoo is a not-for-profit organization and is an accredited member of the 
Associations of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA).  Look for the AZA logo whenever you visit a zoo 
or aquarium as your assurance that you are supporting a facility dedicated to providing 
excellent care for animals, a great experience for you, and a better future for all living things. 
 
From October to April, the Zoo is open Mon – Sat 9am – 4 pm; Sunday 12pm – 4pm. From May to 
September, the Zoo is open every day from 9am to 5pm.  For more information, call 561-1452 or 
visit www.pueblozoo.org. Join us on Facebook. 
 


